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...And We March 


by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


On Monday, April 16, 2023, | had the privilege of 
marching with Rev. Dr. William Barber, clergy 
from Tennessee and around the country, and 
members of organized advocacy groups against 
gun violence, including Moms Demand Action and 
Students Demand Action. We gathered at 
McKendree United Methodist Church, just a few 
short blocks from the Tennessee Capitol Building, 
marched four across past the War Memorial 
Auditorium, and paused across the street from 
where the Tennessee House of Representatives 
was meeting. On their docket - Tennessee 
HB1202. 


For those of you who haven't heard of Tennessee HB1202, if passed, it 
would allow a faculty or staff member of a school to carry a concealed 
handgun on school grounds. The bill comes to the floor for a vote just three 
weeks after the mass shooting at Covenant School in Nashville that claimed 
seven lives, including three third-grade children, a teacher, a staff member, 
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and the head of the school, as well as the shooter. 


Tennessee is, by no means, the only state to consider such legislation. 
According to usconcealedcarry.com, “there are currently 32 states that may 
allow teachers or other school personnel to carry a firearm with certain 
restrictions.” In the Southeast Conference, that includes Alabama, Georgia, 
and South Carolina. At a time when there is a widespread call from the 
public for stricter gun laws outlawing automatic assault weapons and 
tightening restrictions on permits, requiring background checks, and 
putting red flag laws into place to minimize the opportunity for people 
deemed a risk to themselves or others to have possession of firearms, 
legislators are making more accessible and present in public life. And yet, 
one place that all five Southeast Conference states do not allow people, 
except for law enforcement, to carry guns is the Capitol Building, the place 
where lawmakers go make decisions to let more people carry more guns in 
more places. 


On Monday, as we marched toward the Tennessee Capitol Building, with 
pallbearers carrying caskets to represent the lives lost to gun violence, the 
community of Dadeville, AL, was still reeling from a mass shooting on Friday 
night when two teens and two young adults were killed and 32 more 
injured when a shooter opened fire at a 16th birthday party. That same 
night, two people were killed, and four more were rushed to the hospital 
when someone started shooting into the crowd at a park in Louisville, KY, 
just five days after a mass shooting at Old National Bank in Louisville left six 
people dead, including the gunman, and eight more people injured. These 
numbers don’t even address the drive-by, domestic violence, suicide, 
accidental, and other gun-related deaths. All while lawmakers continue to 
make guns more available to more people in more places, and the death 
toll rises. As Bishop Barber proclaimed, “This is political murder...it is 
legislative murder!” 


We cannot be silent. Children are dying. Chairs sit empty at family dinner 
tables. Communities are living in fear. And so we pray to God, and we 
lament. We write letters and make calls to our elected legislators. We vote 
to put leaders in office who are more responsive to the needs of the people 
than to the dollars and deals of the gun lobbyists. We take to social media 
to call for safe gun law reform and to find and share resources that teach 
us how to live as a community together without violence and greed as 
viable building blocks to peace...and we march. Isaiah 4:2 tells us that “they 
Shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks.” Now is the time for us to beat our guns into garden tools, assault 
rifles into playground equipment. May God who guides us compel us to a 
more excellent way. 
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Yours in Christ, 


Rev. Kimberly Wood 
Southeast Conference Minister 


News from the Conference Office 


Annual Meeting: Save the Date 


Please plan on joining us at Kirkwood UCC in Atlanta on June 2 & 3, 2023. More 
details, including the registration link, is available on our 
website: https://www.secucc.org/news-and-events/annual-meeting-2023/ 


Installation of Rev. Joylynn Graham at Pleasant Hill 
Community Church 


The Commission on Ministry of the Southeast Conference and Pleasant Hill 
Community Church invites you to the installation of Rev. Joylynn Graham at 
2pm Central on May 7th at Pleasant Hill Community Church. All clergy are 
invited to wear robes and red stoles for the service. 


Installation of Rev. Laura Robinson at Peace Church in 
Clemson 


The Commission on Ministry and Peace Church invite you to the installation 
of Rev. Laura Robinson as pastor of Peace Church in Clemson on April 30, 
2023 at 5pm at Peace Church. You are invited to join onsite or online (you 
can join online here). If you are going to participate onsite, please RSVP to 
pastor@thepeacechurch.org . Ministers are invited to wear red stoles for 
the installation. 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of April 16 


First Congregational Church; Talladega, Alabama 
David C. Brown 

Amani Legagneur 

Sandra Mullins 

Jared Ruari 


Week of April 23 


United Congregational Christian UCC; Columbus, Georgia 
Rodney Franklin 

Joyce Myers Brown 

Laura Landrum 

Kathi Martin 


Week of April 30 


Rush Memorial Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Mercy Packer-Monroe 

Patricia Hough 

Annette Nielsen 

Lisa Stewart 


Churches in Transition 
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First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Deer Lodge Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade 
Congregational, Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Sandy 

Creek, Lafayette AL; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; Open 
Table UCC, Mobile AL; Safe Harbor Family Church, Clinton MS; Howard 
Congregational, Nashville TN 


News from the Wider Church 


WHAT'S POSSIBLE? 


EARTH DAY 


STORIES 
OF HOPE 


April 22 | 11 AM Eastern 


Join the First Ever UCC Earth Day Summit! 


This online event will take place on Saturday, April 22nd at 11 am ET. The 
theme is “What's Possible?: Earth Day Stories of Hope.” This two and a half 
hour summit will feature a keynote from the , a panel of 
inspiring speakers, the presentation of the Dollie Burwell Prophetic Action 
Award, and a video showcasing the uplifting story of Mayflower UCC in 
Minneapolis. Even if you cannot make the event at its scheduled time, still 
sign-up, and we will send you a link to a recording of it. 


Cultivating Generous Congregations Seminar: A Pre- 
Synod Event 


The CGC Seminar for pastors and leaders offers an opportunity to explore 
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faithful, practical, and tested ways to promote generosity in our 
congregations. Be sure to recruit at least a team of two for this program. 
Changing the culture of your congregation requires more than one 
dedicated leader. 


This pre-Synod seminar will be held in person on June 29th at First 
Congregational Church (7171 N Pennsylvania St, Indianapolis, IN 46240) 
from 9 am - 5 pm with lunch provided and on June 30th from 9 am-Noon. 


An online session will be held on June 7th from 6pm - 7:30pm CT. 


The registration fee is $300 (per team of two) and $150 for each additional 
team member. Individuals without a team may register for $200. Click here 
to register: https://cvent.me/VdxAQm 


Contact Andrew Warner at warnera@ucc.org for any questions about the 
event. 


FOR GLOBAL PEACE 
WITH JUSTICE 


VIRTUAL EVENT 


Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2023 


Join UCC staff and advocates at Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2023, a virtual 
conference to worship, educate, and advocate for the innovative and 
courageous policies needed to realize the prophet Micah’s vision: “They 
Shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.” 


The conference this year will again be virtual, and will start with worship at 
10am ET on Tuesday, April 25. All worship, plenaries, and workshops will be 
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recorded for later viewing. 


Registration is $50 and scholarships are available. Register today! 
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Strengthen the Church Offering 2023 


The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and 
growth of UCC local congregations. Your support of this offering will help 
the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing 
in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities. 


As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your 
generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches 
and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Most 
congregations will receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 
2023. 


Strengthen the Church offering supplies: 


e Campaign Overview and Resource Pages 

e Reflection by Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer 

e 3 Bulletin Inserts including a poem by Rev. Dave Long-Higgins anda 
reflection by Rev. Traci Blackmon 

e Music Video of “On Holy Ground” with images of new churches and 
ministry funded by this offering 


Available for FREE from UCC Resources: 
https://www.uccresources.com/products/strengthen-the-church-2023 
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Trainings, Conferences & Events 


CREAT NGAREAL TH Y 


— 


Healthy Boundaries 301: Money, Sex, & Power 
April 28, 2023, 1:45 - 5:15 ET (Part 1) 

AND April 29, 2023, 8:45 am - 12:15 pm ET (Part 2) 
Both sessions required 

Register by April 19, 2023 


An advanced discussion of healthy boundaries for clergy and church 
leaders, designed for those who have completed Healthy Boundaries 101. 
This workshop builds on the basics and applies boundaries principles to 
specific situations with a particular emphasis on power dynamics, finances, 
sexual harassment, and pornography. Register and pay for this workshop 
here. Please note: Healthy Boundaries 201 and Healthy Boundaries 301 can be 
taken in any order, as long as the participant has completed Healthy 
Boundaries 101 or an equivalent foundational workshop. 


_ PATHWAYS 


4 5 THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. is a 501c3 program that grew from a 
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program of the Southeast Conference UCC. It remains affiliated with the 
Southeast Conference. The program offers a full menu of courses for those 
seeking authorized ministry, for those wanting continuing education, and 
for those looking for a progressive theology, ethics, or practical church 
course. The courses are asynchronous, geographically unbound, 
affordable, and aligned with the UCC Marks of Faithful and Effective 
Authorized Ministers. Please be in touch with any questions. You may apply 
online at pathwaystheological.org. 


Supervised Ministry Program 


PATHWAYS offers a six-course series in Supervised Ministry. The participant 
finds a ministry site and supervisor. The supervisor oversees the 
participant's internship as the participant takes the facilitated 
asynchronous online courses. There is a four-week introduction to 
supervised ministry followed by six 9-week courses. The titles and schedule 
of courses are listed below: 


e Intro to Supervised Ministry June 3- June30, 2023) 

e Supervised Ministry | Entering a Place of Ministry (July 10 - Sept 17, 
2023) 

e Supervised Ministry Il The Transformative Context of Pastoral Care 
(Oct 2 - Dec 17, 2023) 

e Supervised Ministry Ill The Practice of Worship Leadership (Jan 8 - Mar 
10, 2024) 

e Supervised Ministry IV Faith Formation in the Parish (April 8- June 9, 
2024) 

e Supervised Ministry V Leadership in the Midst of Change (July 8 - Sept 
15, 2024) 

e Supervised Ministry VI Leaving a Place of Ministry (Oct 1 - Dec 17, 
2024) 


Six-Week Course Schedule through the Early Fall 2023 


Summer I: Courses Begin May 17, 2023 


TH10608 Ethics and a Life of Meaning (6-weeks) (May 17-Jun 27) 
BF20604 New Testament Hermeneutics (6-weeks) (May 17-Jun 27) 
MP20611 Preaching for Special Occasions (6-weeks) (May 17-Jun 27) 
HT21206 UCC History & Polity (12-weeks) (May 17 - Aug 8) 

TH30608 Theology of Gender and Sexuality (6-weeks) (May 17-Jun27) 
MP10607 Faith Formation (Children, Youth, Adults) (6-weeks) (May 17- 
Jun27 ) 

e MP20601 Introduction to Spiritual Health (Pastoral Care) (6-weeks) 
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(May 17-Jun27) 
Summer II: Courses Begin July 5, 2023 


e H1T10608 Pluralism and Religion in North America (6-weeks) (July 5- 
Aug 15) 

e 1TH10610 Living the Heart of Progressive Christian Theology (6-weeks) 
(July 5- Aug 15) 

e BF20602 Old Testament Hermeneutics (6-weeks) (July 5- Aug 15) 

e MP30601 Congregational Ministry and the Future Church (6-weeks) 
(July 5- Aug 15) 

e MP30604 Contemporary Homiletics (6-weeks) (July 5- Aug15) 


Fall I: Courses Begin August 21, 2023 


e 1TH10603 Variety of Belief within Christianity Today (6-weeks) (Aug 21- 
Sept30) 

MP10605 Spiritual Care of Self and Others (6-weeks) (Aug 21 - Sept 30) 
MP20603 Small Church Administration (6-weeks) (Aug 21 - Sept 30) 
TH30607 Contextual Theology (6-weeks) (Aug21 - Sept 30) 

HT21206 UCC History & Polity (12-weeks) (Sept 6 - Dec 5) 


ACPE-certified Community-Centered Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 


PATHWAYS will offer a 24-week ACPE-certified CPE course in the Fall 2023. 
Applications are due by mid-August for a November 2023 course.The 
course originates with the Sankofa CPE Center but you apply through 
PATHWAYS. From the website: “Learners can choose diverse learning 
settings including social justice/activism venues to meet their clinical hours. 
Digital ministry can also be a focus including tele-chaplaincy and online 
worship. This 24 week program. 


Conference Calendar 


April 20 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
April 20 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


April 25 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 
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April 25 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 


April 30 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm EDT 


May 2 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 


May 7 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm CDT 


View the full calendar of events online: 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; 
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